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When There’s Not Long Left
If you’re worried that you don’t have much time left with your partner, it can be very hard to know what to do. We’re so sorry that you’re here. We’ve offered you a starting point, gathered from people who’ve been through it. Do what you can. Think of this as a triage list, not a to-do list. It’s intended to help you focus on what matters most. Edit it, so it’s your own.

A NOTE BEFORE YOU BEGIN
The information here is for general guidance only. It does not constitute financial or legal advice. We strongly recommend that you seek independent professional advice for your specific situation. We encourage you to edit these suggestions based on your own circumstances. 

LEGAL AND LIFE ESSENTIALS

	☐
	Check where the signed "wet ink" copy of the Will is stored.

	☐
	Verify with a solicitor that the signed Will is valid and relevant to current wishes.

	☐
	Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) may now not be possible. You can find out by asking a solicitor.

	☐
	Advance care planning can help during important medical decisions (read more detail in Caring to the End).

	☐
	Find out where key information is stored e.g. passport, driving licence, mortgage or rental agreement, deeds.

	☐
	Talk about funeral and memorial wishes e.g. music, readings, who should be there, burial or cremation.

	☐
	Make a note of people from your partner’s life, who you might not know but who they would want to be told.



FINANCIAL BASICS

	☐
	Confirm with your partner’s pension provider(s) that all beneficiaries are named correctly.

	☐
	Confirm with any life insurer that all beneficiaries are named correctly.

	☐
	Check that any employee death in service policy names the intended beneficiaries.

	☐
	List all digital providers for all important emails, photos or file storage. Back up to a hard drive for access.

	☐
	List all financial accounts, assets, device access codes, email and passwords in a secure place, offline.



SOMETHING ONLY THEY CAN GIVE
Here are a few ideas about how to capture what matters most. We gathered these from the ones we love, when they couldn’t give much. Your partner may not have the energy for it all, so pick one and see how they feel:
A voice or video message, recorded on a phone.
A letter, written or dictated, in their own words.
A playlist of songs that mean something to them.
A few photos, with a handwritten note on the back about why each picture matters.
A fingerprint or handprint, in wax, clay or paint, can be something to hold onto.
A few short prompts can help them now, to give you what you need later, in their own words.
You are unique because… I love you because… My hope for your future is… In tough times, remember…

Whatever you can manage from this list is enough. One thing can make a big difference.

This resource was created for partners and spouses of people with life-limiting illness by theunwantedpath.org. It is free to share. 
This is not a substitute for personal legal or financial advice, which you must seek from a certified professional.
Love. Loss. Learning to live on.
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THE UNWANTED PATH

- LOVE. LOSS. LEARNING TO LIVE ON.




